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District mapping, again?

» Redistricting occurs 
every 10 years, after 
each Census

» Sunnyvale’s Council 
districts based on 2010 
Census population data 
and must be updated
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Redistricting Criteria
» Federal Criteria

• Population equality
• Federal Voting Rights Act 
• No racial gerrymandering
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California Elections Code

» Priority order (AB 849): 

1. Geographic contiguity

2. Neighborhoods/communities                                              
of interest

3. Easily identifiable boundaries

4. Compactness

5. No favoring or discriminating 
against a political party
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» Conducting robust public engagement

» Meeting all federal and state requirements

» Keeping Council engaged and informed throughout the 
process

» Preserving structure of current districts with minimal 
changes to meet population equality

» Minimizing disenfranchisement

Council Redistricting Goals
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Community Engagement

» Community-driven Process
• Community education workshops 

on redistricting
• Public input on redistricting criteria 

(communities of interest)
• Training on mapping tools and 

technical assistance
• Reviewing community map 

proposals using iterative process 
• Selection of preferred maps based 

on community input
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Public Process Ordinance

Council must adopt an ordinance establishing a public 
process for redistricting
» Authority rests with Council

» Council plans to appoint a Redistricting Commission that:
• Holds hearings to receive public input 
• Recommends 3-5 draft maps to Council

» Proposed map adoption process
• Council can adopt one option by majority vote
• Council may reject an option with a supermajority vote and 

request modifications by Commission 
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Timeline
» Phase 1 (January –March): Adoption of public process for 

redistricting

» Phase 2 (March-June): Commission selection and onboarding

» Phase 3 (July-December): Community map drawing and 
selection
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Sunnyvale.ca.gov/Redistricting
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